
 

Memorandum in Support of Senate Bill 4071A and Assembly Bill A7467A – An act 

to amend the New York State Local Water Authority and Sewer Act and Public 

Authorities Law in relation to clarifying the definition of sewage for purposes of 

certain water, sewer, and water and sewer authorities. 

 

The 36 undersigned members of Rise to Resilience (R2R) Coalition strongly support of the Senate Bill 

4071A (May) and Assembly Bill 7467A (Rozic), which would clarify the definition of stormwater in the 

New York State Local Water Authority and Sewer Act and Public Authorities Law. "Stormwater" shall mean 

a flow of water occurring on the ground or other surface when rain or meltwater can no longer be 

absorbed by the soil or other surface. 

 

This important legislation clarifies the powers of sewer authorities throughout the state to 

manage stormwater and prepare for the increasing frequency and intensity of rainfall due to 

climate change. This legislation would remove any confusion about the ability of water utility authorities 

to address local flooding and protect water quality. 

 

Every county in New York has experienced a flood disaster declaration in the past ten years alone. 

Flooding events are the most common climate-related hazard across the state, with extreme rain events 

growing at the fastest rate in the nation.  

 

 

Projected changes to precipitation in New York State over the course of the century. Source: New York State Climate Impacts Assessment 



 

 

Excessive stormwater causes expensive structural damage and pollution across the state. Managing 

stormwater runoff is particularly difficult for localities with combined sewers, where stormwater and 

sewage share the same pipes which then feed into a wastewater treatment facility.  

 

With a clear definition of stormwater, the authorities can better address impacts from extreme 

rain events by prioritizing projects that lead to climate resilience and water quality improvements 

at the same time. Water utilities will have more flexibility in managing stormwater, regardless of 

whether a community is a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), a combined sewer system 

(CSS), or both.  

 

Most existing sewer systems across the state are unable to handle the extreme rainfall New Yorkers are 

experiencing. Increasing sewer system capacity is not always an option in many communities. Green 

infrastructure plays a significant role in alleviating the burden on the sewer system during 

extreme weather events. The legislation clarifies the water authorities’ ability to implement green 

infrastructure, which is cost-effective and has multiple benefits.  

 

There is no one-size-fits-all approach or solution. Large and small-scale infrastructure solutions are 

required to reduce flooding for communities experiencing extreme weather events. For widespread and 

rapid adoption of these solutions, we must ensure that policy and regulatory challenges are manageable 

for implementing necessary and innovative climate resilience solutions.  

 

To that end, we must ensure that local water and sewer authorities can address hyper-local challenges 

around flooding and water quality. It’s important to note that this legislation does not require any action 

by water or sewer authorities.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Climate Adaptation Partners 

Columbia Climate School, Center for 

Sustainable Urban Development 

Coney Island Beautification Project, Inc. 

Environmental Defense Fund 

Fifth Avenue Committee 

Gowanus Canal Conservancy 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 

Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy 

LES Ready! 

Metro Flood Defense 

Natural Areas Conservancy 



 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

New York Building Congress 

New York Disaster Interfaith Services 

New Yorkers for Parks 

New York League of Conservation Voters 

NYC H2O 

Public Housing Civic Association Inc 

Rebuild by Design 

Regional Plan Association 

Resilient Red Hook 

RETI Center 

RISE (Rockaway Initiative for Sustainability and 

Equity) 

Riverkeeper 

Save the Sound 

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter 

South Bronx Unite 

Southeast Queens Residents Environmental 

Justice Coalition 

SWIM Coalition 

Tabatchouk Law Firm, PC 

The Center for NYC Neighborhoods, Inc. 

The Municipal Art Society of New York 

thread collective 

Waterfront Alliance  

WE ACT for Environmental Justice 

We Are Southern Brooklyn, Inc.

 

### 

 

 

Rise to Resilience 

Rise to Resilience is a campaign and coalition which includes more than 100 organizations representing 

leaders in business, labor, environmental justice, volunteer organizations, scientists, environmental 

advocates, and design professionals collectively calling on our federal, state, and local governments to 

make building climate resilience an urgent priority.  

 

Contact:  

Tyler Taba, Director of Policy and Government Affairs, Waterfront Alliance, ttaba@waterfrontalliance.org  

Jeremy Cherson, Associate Director of Government Affairs, Riverkeeper, jcherson@riverkeeper.org  
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