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Memorandum in Support of Senate Bill 3590A and Assembly Bill AS088A - A Bill
to establish the Office of Resilience and Chief Resilience Officer to assess and
identify climate related threats.

The 36 undersigned members of the Rise to Resilience Coalition (R2R) write strongly in support of
Senate Bill 3590A (Harckham) and Assembly Bill ABO88A (Burdick), which establishes the office of
resilience and a resilience task force to assess and identify climate related threats and develop a
statewide resilience plan.

New York State has established itself as a leader with a clear plan for reducing greenhouse gases and
making critical investments to combat climate change, demonstrated by the implementation of the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) and the $4.2 billion Clean Water, Clean Air
and Green Jobs Bond Act. And yet, we lack coordinated governance and planning to take on the
impacts that New Yorkers already face today. These impacts are evidenced in the aftermath
disastrous storms like Hurricane Sandy and Ida, but also with more frequent and intense rainfall events
that across the entire state. Every single county in the state has experienced a flood disaster declaration
in the past ten years alone, with flooding events being the most common climate-related hazard.' We
need an equivalent commitment to combatting the impacts of climate change.

The Climate Resilient New York Act of 2026 is a pathway to a safer, more resilient New York
through strong leadership and a plan to meet the challenge.

Currently, there are multiple agencies with overlapping mandates and disjointed funding sources as it
relates to climate resilience and adaptation solutions and infrastructure. We desperately need a new
model for managing our changing future. S3590A / A8088A would require a coordinated framework
across multiple agencies, charged with building a more resilient New York.

With an influx of climate funding from federal and state dollars, the time is now to have a clear, proactive
plan for deploying funds where they are most needed. S3590A / A8088A would establish a framework
to support the strategic deployment of these investments and related programs spanning different
agencies and levels of government toward safer, more resilient communities.

! https://archplan.buffalo.edu/content/dam/ap/PDFs/NYSERDA/Regional-Costs-of-Climate-Related-Hazards.pdf
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S3590A / AB088A requires a robust analysis of impacts and a plan for ensuring that the state’s
disadvantaged and environmental justice communities are prioritized in resilience investments and
strategies. The bill will clarify how the New York is addressing climate resilience and ensure frontline
communities experiencing environmental injustice, and those less able to adapt or financially recover
from climate impacts, will be benefited and losses from future disasters reduced.

Key features of this legislation include:

o Establish the Office of Resilience and Interagency Climate Resilience Governance Structure,
which will:

e Coordinate and provide strategic direction for governmental resilience initiatives to build long-
term climate resilience.

e Establish a statewide resilience plan and framework.

e Provide technical guidance to agencies and local and regional jurisdictions.

e Establish a means of tracking progress toward statewide goals on climate resilience.

e Appoint a Chief Resilience Officer who will manage the Office of Resilience and monitor and
seek available funds to support the state's resilience priorities.

This bill is an essential component toward New York's climate resilience goals. We ask for your support,
and for passage of this legislation in the 2026 legislative session.

Sincerely,

American Society of Landscape Architects - Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy
New York Chapter (ASLA-NY) LES Ready!

Climate Adaptation Partners Metro Flood Defense

Columbia Climate School, Center for Natural Areas Conservancy

Sustainable Urban Development New York Building Congress

Coney Island Beautification Project, Inc. New York Disaster Interfaith Services
Environmental Defense Fund New Yorkers for Parks

Gowanus Canal Conservancy NYC H20

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater New York Lawyers for the Public Interest
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Public Housing Civic Association Inc
Regional Plan Association

Resilient Red Hook

RETI Center

RISE (Rockaway Initiative for Sustainability and
Equity)

Riverkeeper

Save the Sound

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter

South Bronx Unite

Southeast Queens Residents Environmental

Justice Coalition

Rise to Resilience

Surfrider Foundation

SWIM Coalition

Tabatchouk Law Firm, PC

The Center for NYC Neighborhoods, Inc.
The Municipal Art Society of New York
thread collective

Urban Ocean Lab

Waterfront Alliance

WE ACT for Environmental Justice

We Are Southern Brooklyn, Inc.

Rise to Resilience is a campaign and coalition which includes more than 100 organizations representing

leaders in business, labor, environmental justice, volunteer organizations, scientists, environmental

advocates, and design professionals collectively calling on our federal, state, and local governments to

make climate resilience an urgent priority.

Contact:

Tyler Taba, Director of Policy and Government Affairs, Waterfront Alliance, ttaba@waterfrontalliance.org
Anushi Garg, Senior Analyst, Climate Resilient Coasts and Watersheds, Environmental Defense Fund,

agarg@edf.org
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