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2025 VICTORIES

R2R REQUEST FOR LAWSUIT, PRESS CONFERENCE,
AND RALLY FOR FEMA BRIC FUNDING

APRIL 16, 2025

The R2R Coalition requested a lawsuit from the New York Governor, Attorney
General, and New York City Mayor, in response to the Trump Administration’s
decision to halt funding through the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s (FEMA) Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)
program. The letter was signed by 32 coalition member organizations.

This effort was accompanied by an R2R press conference and rally outside of
New York City Hall, in partnership with the New York City Comptroller, Brad
Lander, to speak in defense of the FEMA BRIC program and urge the State of
New York and the City of New York to take legal action and restore its funding.

Following this advocacy campaign, New York State Attorney General Letitia
James filed and ultimately won the lawsuit alongside 20 attorneys general and

the governors.

Read more details here and here.

R2R ADVOCACY DAY IN ALBANY
APRIL 28, 2025

The R2R Coalition organized its second in-
person Advocacy Day at the New York State
Capitol and Legislative Office Building to
advocate for our 2025 policy priorities. 25
members of the Coalition attended and led
meetings with 30 members of the New York
State Senate and Assembly.

This advocacy day was particularly focused on

Climate Resilience NY Act (53590/A8088A). In
addition to the Advocacy Day, we collected 179
letters that were sent to State Senators and
Assemblymembers urging representatives to
cosponsor and pass these bills.

Read more details here.
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FEMA BRIC Funding Rally at Nww York City Hall
Credit: Ayman Siam Office of NYC Comptroller
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https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S4071
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A7467/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3590
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A8088/amendment/A
https://waterfrontalliance.org/2025/05/28/rain-ready-and-resilient-r2r-coalition-advocates-in-albany/
https://waterfrontalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Press-Release_-Rise2Resilience-FEMA-BRIC-Letter_04172025.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/press-release/2025/attorney-general-james-wins-lawsuit-protect-billions-dollars-natural-disaster

2025 VICTORIES

PASSAGE OF GROUNDWATER FLOODING LAW (INTRO 1067)
MAY 28, 2025

The R2R Coalition testified in support of Intro 1067, which establishes an assistance
program for homeowners experiencing groundwater flooding in New York City and the
creation of a Flooding Adaptation Assistance Task Force.

The advocacy effort was closely coordinated with Councilmember Nantasha Williams
and the Southeast Queens Residents Environmental Justice Coalition (SQREJC). The bill

ultimately passed unanimously in the Council and was signed into law by the Mayor.

Read more details here and here.

R2R PUBLIC COMMENTS ON
THE NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY
HARBOR AND TRIBUTARIES
STUDY (HATS)

AUGUST 29, 2025

The R2R Coalition submitted Public
Comments regarding the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ Draft Integrated Interim
Response Feasibility Report and
Environmental Assessment for Actionable
Elements (NYNJHATS). The submitted
comment letter was signed by 27 coalition
member organizations.

The comments highlighted the Coalition’s
support for the “Actionable Elements”
along the Harlem River, East Riser in New
Jersey, and Oakwood Beach, as these sites
represent critical opportunities to protect
communities and prioritize natural and
nature-based features.
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https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Rise-to-Resilience-Coalition-NYNJHATS-Actionable-Elements-Comments_08-25-2025-1.pdf
https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Rise-to-Resilience-Coalition-NYNJHATS-Actionable-Elements-Comments_08-25-2025-1.pdf
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6874681&GUID=39DC5684-97AE-4EE9-A477-A038874DB39E
https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/R2R-Intro-1067-Memo-of-Support.pdf
https://rise2resilience.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/R2R_Press-Release_Intro-1067-B.pdf

2025 VICTORIES

R2R INFRASTRUCTURE TOUR OF SOUTH BATTERY PARK
RESILIENCY PROJECT

The R2R Coalition coordinated an Infrastructure Tour of the newly opened South
Battery Park Resiliency Project. The tourwas co-organized in partnership with

Councilmember Chris Marte and the Battery Park City Authority. The tour had an
attendance of 35 people, including Council Member Gale Brewer, the office of Eric
Dinowitz, and the office of James Gennaro.
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Alliance

THE RISE TO RESILIENCE COALITION
invites you to reach out by visiting us at
hwww.rise2resilience.org

CONNECT WITH US

ttaba@waterfrontalliance.org
policyfellow@waterfrontalliance.org


https://bpca.ny.gov/sbpcrp/
https://bpca.ny.gov/sbpcrp/

